The role of sulfation in thyroid hormone metabolism.
Sulfate conjugation is a significant metabolic reaction for thyroxine and especially so for triiodothyronine and lower iodothyronines in rats. Triiodothyronine sulfation has also been demonstrated in humans. Sulfation accelerates the deiodinative breakdown of iodothyronines by the type I iodothyronine deiodinase in liver and thus represents a rate-limiting step in one of the elimination pathways of thyroid hormone.